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It s h all be th e duty 
of every citizen of 

India -

to develop th e 
scientific tem per, 
h um anism  and th e 
spirit of inqu iry and 

reform

(Article 51A (h ) Part IVA -
Fundem ental Dutie s , 
Constitution of India)
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Scie nce  and R e ligion: Are  th e y Com patible? 







Dr Ram  Puniyani 

BS

Noam  Ch om sk y
Talk  at th e Univers ity of H ou ston, Texas , October 18, 2002 
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W h at W e Know  About 'God'



"Th e   te nde ncy to turn h um an  judgm e nt 
 into  De vine   com m and  m ak e s  re ligion 

 one  of  th e   m ost  dange rous   force s  in th e  
w orld." 

Georgia  H ark ne s s

We  Th e  Pe ople '

‘tradition clouds  pe rce ption. Tradition 
be trays  th e  pre s e nt and th os e  w h o follow  
tradition are  trappe d in th e  past.’

"param para"

param para
param para

param para

"Th e  
Lost Civilisations  "

Indi  Expre s s



Rigve da

In all oth er civilizations m yth ologie s w ere  consigned to th e  dust-

b in of h istory. In India, m yth ologie s are  m ade  up to 

m asquerade  as h istory and a few  ch aracters w ere  m ade  up to 

m asquerade  as gods &  d ivinitie s, h aving be en  attributed w ith  

m agical &  supernatural traits. R am a is one  of th em . 

O bserver King   Dynasty-No. O bservation Date



"Eve r-w ide ning 
th ough ts  and actions  and not allow  th e ir 
‘cle ar stre am  of re ason to loos e  it's  w ay 
into th e  dre ary de s e rt-sands  of de ad-
h abits '"

“Ah am  Brh am asm i".

"You are  
re st of h um anity, 'You are  th e  obs e rve r and 
you are  th e  obs e rve d"

Kes h ava Sh et Revank ar , is  a re tire d 
e ngine e r w ith  H AL, Nas h ik  and 

curre ntly re s iding in Dubai

BS

Th e m ost violent elem ent in 
society is ignorance

Em m a Goldm an



Th e Gender and H ealth  Equity Program  at Koppala.



It is  com m on in our country to vis it quack s , 
m any tim e s  prom ote d by propone nts  of th e  
s upe rnatural and som e tim e s  e ve n by 
qualifie d pe ople  w h o are  th e m s e lve s  
confus e d or h ave  ve ste d inte re sts . In th e s e  
are as  one  m ore  proble m  is  th e  lack  of 
m e dical facilitie s  and pove rty.

Th at w as  in re spons e  to a que ry on a so 
calle d m iracle  h appe ning in a ne arby 
village  w h e re  a h e avy stone  w ould be  lifte d 
by a 'pos s e s s e d' de vote e . W e  s h ow e d h ow  a 
h e avy pe rson can be  lifte d w ith  finge rs  by 
an appropriate  com m and.



Pe rh aps  afte r a training program  th e y 
could le arn th e  m odus  ope randi of th e s e  
quack s  and be  re ady to e xpos e  th e m .

Th e  poor village rs  do not unde rstand th e  
s ituation is  th e  sam e  in m any oth e r place s  
too, including citie s !

It w as  ne w s  to m any of th e m  th at m e n and 
w om e n now  h ave  e qual prope rty righ ts  in 
India as  th e  w om e n h ave  be e n de clare d as  
co-parce narie s  in H UF prope rty w ith  th e  
ride r th at th e y s h ould h ave  be e n unm arrie d 
on 25th  Nove m be r,19 9 5. I also re pe ate d th e  
m ain points  of m y pre s e ntation to th e

Ne pal Wom e n's  com m is s ion done  on th e  
21st Nove m be r as  to h ow  re ligions  are  th e  
m ain caus e  of viole nce  against w om e n.

Th e  state m e nt w as  a m istak e  it s h ould h ave  
be e n ine quality I h ave  ins e rte d th e  in in 
brack e ts . M any w om e n particularly th e  
young girls  re acte d ve ry strongly to m y 
e xam ple s  of h ow  ine qual tre atm e nt starts  at 
h om e  and at a ve ry young age . It re alis e d 
upon th e m  only th e n th at th e y w e re  be ing 
discrim inate d against. W h at th e y h ad 
th ough t to be  natural turne d out to be  
discrim ination w h e n th e y re alis e d ge nde r 
e quality.

I inform e d th e m  as  to h ow  I got m arrie d 
spe nding only 25 rupe e s  and th at w as  a 
surpris e  to all of th e m ! Th e y h ad ne ve r 
re alis e d th at a le gally valid m arriage  could 
be  re giste re d th at th at ch e aply! Of cours e  I 
told th e m  now  it is  m ore  e xpe ns ive  pe rh aps  
around 500 rupe e s !



Th is  w as  th e  re action to th e  Sh e s h an 
footage  of Gurubuste rs  -h ow  h e  prais e s  th e  
Puttaparth i th ug and e ndors e s  h im . I also 
s h ow e d th e  DD footage  in w h ich  h e  is  
caugh t  'm ate rialis ing' a gold ch ain in th e  
pre s e nce  of VIPs including th e  th e n Prim e  
M iniste r and H om e  m iniste r of India and 
various  oth e rs .

Th at w as  th e  re spons e  to a spe ll of cold 
re ading w h ich  I did on a young m an of 
around 22 w h o w as  totally convince d about 
m y pow e rs  and w as  pe ste ring m e  to 
'im prove ' h is  life . I e xplaine d h ow  I did it 
but look s  lik e  I succe e de d in convincing th e  
audie nce  too about m y pow e rs  to forcast! 
Now  I h ave  m de  th is  a part of e ach  training 
program  and in e ach  cas e  convince d th e  
victim  th at I w as  100% righ t and m ade  
th e m  cough  up m one y too!

I h ad starte d m y 'fortune  te lling' by 
calculating h is  'luck y num be r' by w riting 
h is  nam e  and as s igning random  num be rs  to 
th e  alph abe ts . Th e  audie nce  th ough t th at it 
w as  a s e cre t form ula by w h ich  past can be  
told!

I h ad de m onstrate d a fe w  sle igh t of th e  
h and trick s  and h ad told th e m  th at m ost of 
th os e  w h o 'm ate rialis e ' th ings  from  th in air 
us e  th e  te ch nique (k ai ch alak a-m e ans  
slie h gt of h and in Kannada). Th e y w e re  
ve ry m uch  im pre s s e d by th at.I also told 
th e m  all th os e  w h o claim  to 'm ate rialis e ' 
obje cts  from  th in air us e  th is  te ch nique  and 
m e ntione d th e  salie nt fe ature s  to th e m .

Th e  proce s s  of 're m oving black  m agic' of 
som e  type s  is  done  by adm iniste ring an 
e m e tic to th e  pe rson and m ak ing h im /h e r 
vom it it out. It is  also alle ge d th at th e  
'm e dicine ' adm iniste re d re m ains  as  such  in 
th e  stom ach  w ith out ge tting dige ste d for 
ye ars  until it is  re m ove d. Usually a pie ce  of 
ge latinous  m atte r is  s h ow n and som e  tim e s  
a h airy ball. Th at is  done  by m ak ing th e  
patie nt vom it re pe ate dly until w e ak  and 
th e n surre ptitiously slip som e th ing into th e  
vom it and claim  th at it w as  from  th e  
stom ach .

le m ons  are  com m only said to be  th e  
m e dium  th rough  w h ich  black  m agic is  
done . Th row  one  w ith  a bit of ve rm ilion 
rubbe d ove r it and th e  victim  w ill collaps e  
from  s h e e r frigh t!

Se e  th e  re action to th e  above .

Trie d h ad to balance  'doing' and talk ing 
but w as  ove rw h e lm e d by th e  que stions! 
pe ople  be ing e xpos e d to th e  oth e r s ide  of 
w h at th e y h ad unque stioningly be lie ve d in 
all th e s e  ye ars  starte d clarifying th e ir 
doubts  and it w as  a flood! W e  can m ak e  up 
th at in our 5 day training program  by 
giving lots  of opportunitie s  to s e e , le arn 
and do also!



I fully agre e  on th at. H ow  about re source s  
for it?

I told th e m  th at th e  m ost fool proof w ay to 
te st any one s  e sp/clairvoyant/m ind re ading 
pow e rs  w ould to as k  th e m  to re ad th e  s e rial 
num be r of a s e ale d curre ncy note . To 
de m onstrate  th at I pulle d out a curre ncy 
note  from  m y pock e t and ch alle nge d th e m  
to re ad th e  num be r! No one  ould ge t 
anyw h e re  ne ar th at. Th at convince d th e m  
th at is  is  im pos s ible  to do th at or e ve n find 
it by any m e ans .

I did an e xe rcis e  involving m e ntal 
sugge stion to a little  girl m ak ing h e r taste  a 
picture  of a sw e e t. W e  h ave  m ade  little  girls  
fall by m e ntal sugge stions  te lling th e m  to 
clos e  th e ir e ye s  and liste n to m e . Th at w as  
to s h ow  th e m  h ow  th e y e xploit th e  
gullibiltie s  of young girls  and m ak e  th e m  
's e e ' th ings .

m aat -m anth ra is  w h at th e y call black  
m agic in ce rtain are as  of Karnatak a. 
De vva is  for spirits (of th e  s upe rnatural 
varie ty!)

I start m y le cture s  on ge nde r e quality be  
m ak ing a state m e nt th at I am  a be lie ve r in 
it. I te ll pe ople  th at I h ave  all fre e dom  to 
m y w ife  and th e y applaud! I as k  th e m  w h y 
th e y did th at? th e y say it is  be caus e  I am  
gre at. I te ll th e m  th at th e y s h ould h ave  
as k e d m e  w h o am  I to grant e quality to m y 
w ife . I state  th at all h um an be ings  are  
e qual and it is  e ve ry one s  birth righ t. Th e n 
th e y unde rstand th e  im plications  of 
h um anism . 

I gave  th e m  e xam ple s  of so calle d h e ale rs  
th e m s e lve s  going in for tre atm e nt from  
prope rly qualifie d pe rsons  w h e n th e y h ave  
h e alth  proble m s . Th at m ade  th e m  
re trospe ct about th e  be h aviour of th e ir 
local h e ale rs  w h o s h ould be  doing th at 
unde r th e  pre te xt th at one 's  h e aling pow e r 
cannot w ork  on s e lf!

Ke nda m e ans  e m be rs  in Kannada.   Th e re  
w as  no tim e  s h ow  fire w alk ing e ith e r live  or 
th rough  vide o. It w ill be  pe rform e d w h e n 
th e  training program  is  done .

Th at is  be caus e  it is  th e  first tim e  th at th e y 
are  s e e ing som e  one  lik e  m e ! Th at is  
unde rstandable .

I told th e m  not to crus h  le m ons  unde r 
w h e e ls  of ne w  ve h icle s  as  it is  a w aste . 
be tte r tak e  th e m  h om e  and h ave  le m on 
juice . I gave  th e m  e xam ple s  of w h e n I 
purch as e d a ne w  car and also w e nt to 
bring h om e  m y w ife 's  ne w  car.



* Re ce ntly w h e ne ve r I w e nt h om e  I w as  
look ing bit de pre s s e d. M y pare nts  obs e rve d 
th at and fe lt lik e  s h ow ing m e  to th e  pe ople  
w h o can re m ove  MAATA. I w as  bit puzzle d. 
I w as  not sure  w h e th e r to go for it or not. 
But now  th e re  is  no dile m m a. I h ave

de cide d not to go for th at. (One  of th e  
young w om e n s h are d th is .)

Now  th e  ne xt logical ste p is  to h ave  a 5 day 
training program  at th is  place . Th e  
organis e rs  fe e l th at th is  activity h as  not 
be e n tak e n into account in planning th e ir 
annual budge t. W e  w ould w e lcom e  
sponsors  for th is  training program . Any 
tak e rs? BS

Narendra Nayak  , is  th e  pre s ide nt of 
Federation of Indian Rationalist 

As sociations

Noam  Ch om sk y
Interview  by Wallace Sh aw n, October 19 , 2004 



 Science and 
Religion: Are th ey com patible?

Centre  for Inquiry



Centre  For Inquiry

 Are  scie nce  and re ligion conflicting 
or com plim e ntary?

fine  tune d



 Non 
Ove rlapping   M agiste ria, (NOMA



paranatural 

paranorm a



Science and Religion: Are th ey 
Com patible?

Edited by Paul Kurtz w ith  th e  assistance 
of Barry Karr and R anjit Sandh u

Prom eth eus Book s, 2003, pp 368 

Prabh ak ar Nanaw aty
Th ough t &  Action

Em ail:   pk n.ans@ gm ail.com

BS

Th e  ph ilos oph y of Ath e is m  re pre s e nts  a conce pt of life  w ith out 

any m e taph ys ical Be yond or Divine  Re gulator. It is  th e  conce pt 

of an actual, re al w orld w ith  its  libe rating, e xpanding and 

be autifying pos s ibilitie s , as  agains t an unre al w orld, w h ich , w ith  

its  s pirits , oracle s , and m e an conte ntm e nt h as  k e pt h um anity in 

h e lple s s  de gradation

Em m a Goldm an
Anarch ism  and Oth er Es says





Th e  Fine  Art of Balone y De te ction

Th e  De m onh aunte d World: 
Scie nce  as  a Candle  in th e  Dark






